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Year in Review

We apologize that it has been some time since our last newsletter.  Things are just starting to call down now after the holidays and the visit of Deaconess Kim Schave.  We pray that all of you had a safe and blessed holiday season.  

Ours began with a quaint Thanksgiving evening at the US Ambassador’s home in Ouagadougou.  It has now become the custom for the Ambassador to invite the American community over to her house for Thanksgiving desserts.  The bonus for us was we got to see grass for the first time since leaving America!  I didn’t think one could grow grass on the edge of the Sahara.  
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There are no malls, much less a rush to the store on the day after Thanksgiving.  Instead we made our way down to Togo to have a feast with the missionaries who live in Dapaong.  Rev. Glenn Fluegge somehow was able to find a turkey (not a Butterball but a real live turkey) and we made the May family special stuffing.  It was a great time and really the first time we have gotten to spend with our missionary neighbors.  Being in Togo also gave us time to meet with the president of the church and some of the other leaders as we plan our move from Ouagadougou to the Gourma region of eastern Burkina and northern Togo.  

I was also invited to teach some catechism courses to the students at the seminary.  They previously didn’t have a program and I have found teaching the catechism in Ouagadougou has brought a huge interest in studying the Bible as well.  The students were very excited with this ancient treasure.  They have been trying to communicate the teaching of the Bible in a succinct manner and had previously been struggling.  There was some suspicion that a document written in 1520 in Germany would not be applicable to Africans living in the 21st century but we found the opposite to be true.   Each student created their own bible study book of how to teach the catechism with bible stories and with questions that address the questions and concerns of West Africans.  It made for a busy visit.

We returned to Ouagadougou just a couple days before Christmas.  It was quite a rush but the new Lutherans here did a great job of constructing a “church” while I was away.  Our first service at Concordia Lutheran Church in Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso was on Christmas Eve.  It was at this service that we reflected on all the gifts of Christ during the past year.  Really it is miraculous.  
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French classes began January of 2007 and the goal was to learn the language and nothing else.  That is a very big task, to become fluent in another language within a year.  As I began to learn some French, I tried to get to know people.  How can one get better at a language unless he practices with someone?  Naturally I told them what I was doing and what the Lutheran church teaches.  Many were very interested and wanted to know more but I was on strict orders to learn the language and nothing else.  So what I suggested was that we could read the Bible together and they could help me with pronunciation.  After some weeks we were reading the Bible together and they were helping me with vocabulary and then conversations.  Good News magazine then sent out magazines to share with others and more and more people were added to the language study group.  But because God’s Word does not go out in vain, we soon started to hear requests for worship services and baptisms.  There was no program, it was just proclaiming the love of God.  Then as I stood there on Christmas Eve, it was amazing, as I was preaching in French to see all the faces of my, of OUR brothers and sisters, who will be with us in heaven.  What great gifts the Lord has bestowed upon us this year; gifts of learning languages and cultures, of new friends and for them forgiveness of sin and eternal life.  

I had told them all along that I was in Ouagadougou only to learn French and that I was going to be moving to the Gourmantchema region during the next year.  I did this because I didn’t want them to be left with a church and no direction.  But some of the men who presented themselves as leaders of the church asked what it would take for them to become pastors.  There are now three men who are doing preparatory studies so that they can enter the seminary during the next academic year.  One man will stay back and lead the church while the others complete their studies.  After the others have finished then the one who stayed back will have his turn to be trained for the Office of the Ministry.  

Three days after Christmas we had a visit from Deaconess Kim Schave from Perry, Georgia.  She brought many goodies for the children of the church and surrounding villages.  Many of the things were donated by the churches who support the work here.  Kim did a great job of teaching Sunday school lessons with the children and also spending time with some of the ladies of the church.  The experience opened her eyes to see that many things cannot be expressed in newsletters and pictures.  She saw the need and desire is greater than can be expressed.  Thanks Kim and those who supported her.  It was a great time and I am sure she will inform all of you in more detail.

PRAYER REQUESTS

We always need your prayer support.  At this time we ask your prayers for;


Praise God for the year He has given us and all the amazing things He accomplished.  

Our family, we have had many health issues this past month, including intestinal and liver problems, a couple bouts of malaria and three stitches in Tiina’s foot.


Our language learning, French has been established but needs to be polished before beginning to learn African tribal languages.


Concordia Lutheran Church in Tingandogo, Burkina Faso, as they grow in knowledge and faith.


Espoir, Leopold, and Joseph, as they prepare to become ministers of God’s Word.


Those we know, that we may continue working with them and encourage them in the Christian faith.

Those we meet, that we may have opportunities to share the Gospel.


Our faith, that the Risen Lord and Savior would strengthen us.

"For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven and do not return there but water the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 

-Isaiah 55:10-11

To support our work financially, you may send a tax-deductible gift to: LCMS World Mission, 

1333 S. Kirkwood Rd., St. Louis MO 63122-7295. [Make checks payable to LCMS World Mission. Mark checks “Support of Rev. James May in Togo” or use the account “401-50196”]. Gifts can also be given securely online through the LCMS World Mission Web site at www.lcmsworldmission.org. 

To be added to or removed from this mailing list, send an e-mail message to rev.jamesmay@yahoo.com with the word ADD or REMOVE in the subject heading.

There are many opportunities to serve as short- or long-term volunteer. Check out the current list and download an application at www.lcmsworldmission.org/service. Click on “Service Opportunities.”

<<NOTE: When replying, please delete our original message. Also, please do not send e-mail larger than 100 kilobytes or forward chain letters. Our phone line is slow and unreliable. It often disconnects before completely downloading larger files, causing all our mail to get stuck on our server. Sorry for the inconvenience.>>
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Christmas Day feast with the church at Tingandogo





Men preparing to go to the seminary; Espoir, Leopold, and Joseph (kneeling in front)








